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EMIEIRE] and maintenance

Improving teaching and
learning by improving the
buildings

hichever way we look ar i, “Building the School of the
Future” is 3 magnificent vision,

Vast arriomes with ndoot trees und plants are mterspersed
with f ains and starves, Dedicared, deep-thinking studenes
peer over high balconies while others stroll around with books under arms,
inrensely debaring why, juse as he had reached such fuome and forune a5 a
poet, Shakespeare gave up on the form i order w focus on the more
politically unstuble world of thearre.
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art sports arenas thunks to the government’s larpesse. Teenape whiz kids
tllustrare the means to double the speed of a PO with o sketch on the back
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And yet beneath these images lies @ very awkward face - thar as ver we
don't know much about how bulldings affect learning. We do know that
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retlect off sereens and boards, and agiin mise the wmperature. Blinds can
help, bur then agnn there 15 something abour children and blinds thiar does
st abways mx

So whar h'.llla.'lﬂ"_* dn we need! What miuterials -‘h.1||||_j Wi s ;1[1L| l.i'h;]r
hould we avoid” And how do we achieve maximum flexibiliny, dividing
souns up into smaller vnirs as and when needad?
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The possibiliry thar buildings themselves can influence reaching and
learning wrose with the report “Daylighting in Schools™ which was firse
published in Californig some five years ago, It supgested that there was o
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performed in class. Quire mmazingly the report found thar in sky-lit, brighr
roweims feming rates were 27% faster than in comparable schools rhar used
only fluorescent lighting,

The task a."TI llliinill'l:‘_ ol why thas s 50, and what can I'u_* d._'.n,_‘- .||'|¢|u'| If, h_p.
been taken up by Lo Merton ar Conport Strucnures — manufacturers of
pre-fubnicared buildings for educarional use in over 40 countries

As Laura Mermmon said, *For many vears we hove been .||”'|-.||||_' pre
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| butldhings which are desymed o 1t w with plare-tree

airy ambiance thar affects the quality of the students work - and becanse we
can supply them in a pre-fabricared form, construction times are much
lower than for conventional buildings, as sre costs.”

Chelsea School of Arcand Design and more recently the Ans lnstitute
Bournemouth have both adopted this style of building in rthe UK, and
Conport Srruchures are now seeking schools and local authorities thar are
nterested in erectng classrooms using this technique as part of the Schools
of the Future campaipn. In the absence of any other clear evidence a u
what difference school buildings con make o behaviour and teaching and
learming, schools are now mming w this rdical approach e school
architecture as the way of the furure. They do now have ar leasr one mode
om which ro build.

For more information plesse conmact Conport Structures Lod
Tel: 020 7730 2105 Fax: 020 7730 5031 Email mail@conport.com
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